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this field, but by' pie nature to those which will he ad- 
of its operations,'-; such sue-, dressed, by the commission, 
cesses and achievements Whether hearings are un- 

cannot be divulged publicly.., dertakeh by existing over- 
It is essential' in this re- sight committees, or should 
public.that we meet our se-'\ the Congress 'deem a joint 
curity 'requirements and' at House-Senate comiriittee to 
the same iime' avoid impair- be the . best approach to 

ing our democratic institu- avoid a- proliferation of 

tions and fundamental free- hearings; it is my strong 

doms.' Intelligence activities hope, that the committees 

must be conducted ( consist- consider the findings and 

ently with both objectives. recommendations of the 

\ ;To that end,>ii-'addition to comntissioh. --e' ■ 
asking the panel, to deter- .5 1 am ’.j: confident that 
mine whether the CIA has ■ through the cooperative ef- 
exceeded'- its' 'statutory' au- forts ; Of- i the executive 

thoritj% -J have asked the branch,' particularly by the 

(panel ta-'detemflne whether - new- commission, .and of the 

existing safeguards are ade- Congress,, the results- VijU^be 

- iliPTipjfiplal both, to oiir • 


. - following is President 
Ford’s statement oh the es- '\ 
tablishment 0} a ’ commis -■ ;1 
si'oh to, [investigate charges 
. against the CIA: . < 

. ' ,f I have, today established a 
commission to ascertain and ; 

: evaluate any facts relating fo - 
activities ^ondiifcted within 
, the United States; by. the 1 
Central Intelligence Agency g 
that give TisO to questions as 
to whether the agency has 
exceeded, its .statutory au- ' 
thorityir;$Hj:Ioon be ham-;, 
ing a. distinguished group of . 
members^foV idrve on this-. 

“blue ribbon" joanel. 

In thei world in .which we : 

' live,: - beset by continuing <. 
threats to.our national secu-. ; 

itity, it isyit^'fhat;we'piain- ■< . tiyitiesi-thatv-imgnt .go oe- •; uuuuiwwiim. “““ ^ 

tain an effective'intelligence . a ' Authority j and - to traditions and institutions of 
, arid counterintelligence, cca-.-.i- ^ake-.abSropriate recom- the repuhlic* ■; 
pability. This capability- is •- Moreover. I am i 

fundamental in providing 
the safeguards that proteef benefit of the report already : agency; heSds; who are . re- 

Our national, interests and • * - — . , • xzrza.. — ” •*«- 

help avert' armed .cor.fliet-;^ 

The. Central . ..Intelligence - - 
Ageiaey has had a notable 




•mendations.iThe’cbmmission V . Moreover, I am writing to 
will immediately 'have the those ■ --department - and 
benefit of the report already « agency, head^i who are re- 
furnished to me by MreCtOr i- ■sponsdMtefor^-i^^allfeta; 

^¥.' S. Colby of the CIA. The ' : tr”.igcnce activities c* -the 
ice Department is, of' United States as -related, tq 
;se, also looking into our naUohab^ciirity and?to 
t ..) >- ■ ; . ui— -r.. -if ;diir f 'foreign 



jam aware of current ,: f all times to conduct-their ac- 
1_ of various committees tivities within , the scope of 

a t cne Congress to hold their. 'respective statutory 

ieaftngs t pn_mattfits_sipiilar_.-.authoritjgR-_jei — _ -■■■ " r 



